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IHBC President Address
Dear Friends,

It gives me enormous pleasure to bring to you our first Newsletter of 2021 and at 
the same time it brings much sadness to confirm that we will not have a physical 
celebration for St. Patrick's day. With the ongoing impact of COVID on our 
community, we have had to change our plans for the second year.

We do plan to mark the occasion with an online celebration. We will be hosting an 
"Irish Evening In" on the 18th of March. Please watch out on our usual social media 
platforms for full details of what promises to be a celebration of Irish culture with 
plenty of Ceol, Caint agus Craic.

The IHBC can be found on Facebook, Instagram, LinkedIn and Twitter these days well 
as the IHBC Website - who ever through that a website would be olde world. 

We will continue to keep you updated on these sites as best we can. It would be 
wonderful to hear from our membership with your stories and comments and 
perhaps what you would like to see us cover in future newsletters.

In this issue, as well as input from the embassy, we have also included a reminder of 
what we see as the four pillars of our organisation and why these are an important 
part of our structure.

I hope to see all of you join in with our celebration on the 18th and in the 
meantime, take care of yourselves and your families.

Damien O'Kane

IHBC President



IHBC - Four Pillars

Our four pillars structure should underpin all we do. The IHBC recognises the importance of different aspects to different members of our organisation.
We hope that somewhere within the four pillars each member will find something that enhances their membership.

Business

Engaging with all our members is a key aspect of promoting our organisation. We

need to continuously find ways to help our business members promote their

businesses. This could be promotion among our membership, within the

community, or through our international links.

We want to encourage participation through webinars, roundtable discussions,

and promotion through our social media and website platforms. A strong business

pillar supports us in our other endeavors, too.

Social

Albeit a sort of national stereotype, we Irish are well known for our great

social occasions.

At the IHBC, this should be no different. With events such as our first Fridays,

sports events gatherings, whiskey and wine tastings, and of course the St

Patrick’s Day celebrations, we have built a solid base for celebration. We will

continue to expand these activities, COVID-restrictions permitting.

Culture

It is important as a group to maintain our cultural heritage. Be it language, song,

dance, or literature, our small Island has a proud heritage, and we will help to

celebrate this.

Working with the Embassy and other parties we want to grow the exposure of the

Irish community in Hungary.

It is also important for us to share in the culture of our host country. With museum

tours and guided city walks, there is a great opportunity to absorb the history and

culture of Budapest and the surrounding countryside.

Charity

Helping others is a key aspect to all public service. This year will see the

introduction of the IHBC Charitable Foundation.

The Foundation will help us to identify and more effectively support local

charities and good causes.

Supervisory and advisory boards will work with the community to help

deserving causes.



Planned Events
17th to 19th March

17th March – Irish Embassy Event
A link to our SPD reception.

18th March – 7pm
SAVE THE DATE 
IHBC Irish Virtual Evening

19th March – 6-7pm
“An Evening of Irish Music from Central Europe”
A link to our regional music event on Eventbrite.

SAVE THE DATE

*Full Details of All Events Follow  
in a separate News Bulletin. 

https://www.eventbrite.ie/e/virtual-st-patricks-day-reception-registration-143326440241
https://www.eventbrite.ie/e/an-evening-of-irish-music-from-central-europe-registration-142124547347


Thankfully, the roll out of COVID 19 vaccines across Europe has begun. The Embassy is aware that uncertainty exits with regard to Hungarian Government's Vaccination Programme, and
in particular with regard to the type of vaccines to be used and the inclusion of foreign nationals in the vaccination programme. Working closely with other Embassies in Budapest, the
Embassy is actively engaging with the Hungarian authorities to have clarity on these issues and assurances that the all residents in Hungary will be included in the Government's
vaccinationplan on an equal basis. The Embassy will update Irish citizens once more information is provided by the Hungarian authorities.

For updates please follow us on Facebook(@irlembbudapest). We would also ask Irish citizens in Hungaryto register with the Embassy via the Department's citizen registration form.
This will help the Embassy to provide a better service for Irish citizens living in Hungary and to contact you in case of emergencies.

The Embassy will continue to provide up to date
information and guidance to the Irish community
here in Hungary. For updates please follow us on
Facebook (@irlembbudapest).

We would also ask Irish citizens in Hungary to
register with the Embassy via the Department’s
citizen registration form.

This will help the Embassy to provide a better
service for Irish citizens living in Hungary and to
contact you in case of emergencies.

Both the Irish and Hungarian Governments continue to advise against all non-essential travel.

In Ireland we have seen a dramatic increase in the number of cases since Christmas. Level 5 restrictions
will remain in place until March 5th in an effort to contain the spread of the virus.
Increasing travel restrictions and the measures introduced as part of the Irish Government's efforts to
interrupt the transmission of COVID-19 means that travel may not be possible and even if possible is not
advisable unless absolutely essential.

It is currently against the law for any person (regardless of nationality or passport) to travel within Ireland
for non-essential purposes and people can be fined for doing so. Enforcement of this has been strongly
increased over the last few days.

If travelling to Ireland, please visit the website of the Irish Government (www.gov.ie) or the Health Service
Executive (HSE) www.hse.ie for advice and guidance.

Unfortunately, while the arrival of vaccines is providing hope, both Hungary and Ireland continue to battle
the Covid-19 pandemic. Restrictive measures, including on travel, are, sadly, likely to be with us for some
time.

The Government of Hungary continues to take certain measures aimed at controlling the spread of Covid-
19. The current restrictions will remain in place until 1 March. The restrictions will be reviewed in mid-
February but are expected to be extended beyond 1 March. With certain exemptions, the Hungarian
border remains closed to all foreign nationals, including Irish nationals. The Hungarian Government has a
24-hour, free, English-speaking helpline: +3680277455 & +3680277456.

EMBASSY of IRELAND NEWS Embassy 
News
Embassy Website

Embassy 
Facebook Page

https://www.dfa.ie/travel/citizens-registration/
https://www.gov.ie/en/
https://www.hse.ie/eng/
https://www.dfa.ie/irish-embassy/hungary/
https://m.facebook.com/irlembbudapest/?ref=bookmarks
https://m.facebook.com/irlembbudapest/?ref=bookmarks


St. Brigid’s Day Celebrations Embassy 
News
Embassy Website

Embassy 
Facebook Page

On 1 February, Ireland celebrated St Brigid, a respected leader, negotiator and peacemaker who is also
Ireland's only female patron saint.

In modern times, #StBrigidsDay celebrates the women who carry on Brigid's legacy as a
trailblazer. StBrigidsDay

The Embassy partnered with The Contemporary Music Centre, Dublin to celebrate St. Brigid's Day this
year with an online event featuring a CMC Salon special followed by a panel discussion 'Spotlight on
Women in Music’.

The event celebrates women in music, with performances & discussions, involving amazingly talented
women from Hungary and Ireland. The event is available to watch here.

We also featured on our Facebook page a series focusing on contemporary poetry by female Irish poets.

The Embassy Book Club 

The Embassy Book Club continues to meet (via
Zoom) on the last Tuesday of each month. For the
month of January the book club read "Grown
Ups" by Marian Keyes and in February the book
will be "Shadowplay" by Joseph O'Connor.

New members are always welcome to join.

Please contact the Embassy for further
information.

St. Patricks Day Celebrations

Preparations are underway for our for St. Patricks Day celebrations for 2021, which,
like many celebrations this year, will be virtual. But this will not stop us providing a fun
and hopeful outlet from the time we lives in, with plenty of music, culture and craic.

2021 will again see the #Greening of many iconic landmarks in towns and cities across
Hungary.

Keep an eye on our social media accounts for news and updates.

https://www.dfa.ie/irish-embassy/hungary/
https://m.facebook.com/irlembbudapest/?ref=bookmarks
https://m.facebook.com/irlembbudapest/?ref=bookmarks
https://twitter.com/hashtag/StBrigidsDay?src=hashtag_click
https://fb.watch/3p8akgBkgE/
https://www.facebook.com/watch/?v=747023649574363
https://twitter.com/search?q=%23StBrigidsDay
https://twitter.com/search?q=%23StBrigidsDay
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Xoi_tjgvY3Y&feature=emb_title&fbclid=IwAR1eawuOyMCpKi_G98cKATsy3v5ZyHdkOafZsR1-QiQB402TsCZ7yLp0cv8


Ruairi 
McKiernan

Hitching for 
Hope

December 14 2020

Ruairi McKiernan gave a very warm and informative talk to IHBC members last year on December 14.

The meeting was held via Zoom due to the COVID 19 restrictions.

Ruairi made the presentation from his lovely home in County Clare with a well maintained fire in the kitchen as
the background. Many members registered for the virtual event and 12 people attended the event on that
evening from their homes in Hungary via ZOOM.

IHBC President Damien O'Kane opened the virtual event by introducing Ruairi and giving a brief description of
his career to date.

Ruairí McKiernan is an award-winning social innovator, campaigner, bestselling author, and speaker. In 2012,
Ruairí was appointed to the Council of State by President of Ireland Michael D Higgins, where he served a 7-
year term.

A business graduate and Fulbright scholar, Ruairí is the founder of the pioneering SpunOut.ie youth
organisation, a founding member of the Uplift civic action movement, and part of the founding team behind
Gaelic Voices For Change. Ruairí is also the host of the chart-topping Love and Courage podcast a regular
contributor to the media on issues surrounding societal wellbeing and leadership and community engagement.

His new book Hitching for Hope - a Journey into the Heart and Soul of Ireland is an Irish Times number 1
bestseller and is published internationally in 2020 by US publishers Chelsea Green. Ruairí is originally from
Cootehill, County Cavan and now lives on the west coast of Clare with his wife Susan Quirke who is a
musician and meditation teacher.

Ruairi then spoke for around 35 minutes about his career and the reasons why he wrote the Irish best seller
"Hitching for Hope”.

• After a tough time in his life following the collapse of the Celtic Tiger in 2008/2009

• He set off to hitch around Ireland to search for 'Hope".

• He spoke about the different people he met on his journey.

• He read from different chapters mentioning the interesting people he spoke to and how he found "Hope" 
by hitching.

• After Ruairi finished his talk , he opened the meeting to the members.

• Several members asked questions and this led to a lively discussion on Hope.

• Before the virtual event ended Ruairi played a video from his wife Susan Quirke

• Susan sang her new song with video from the County Clare area, which was well received by the members.

If you want to a buy a copy of Hitching for Hope - it is available to buy on line from all book shops in Ireland
and internationally.



The IHBC Board
Contact Details

If you wish to contact any member of the IHBC Board; 
contacts details are on the IHBC Website.

Details of the Board – Please se: 
https://ihbc.hu/about/

Damien O'Kane
President

Irish Hungarian Business Circle

https://ihbc.hu/about/


Dear Members

As you will know, last year the 
IHBC change the timing of 
when membership fees are 
collected. 

As of Jan 2020; all membership 
is run for a calendar year with 
fees due at the start of every 
year. 

During 2020 we have 
readjusted our membership to 
reflect the new protocol. For 
example – in the past if you 
paid your fees: April to April –
you will now pay January to 
January. Our Treasurer has 
adjusted the amount you owe 
accordingly.

For any queries or questions: 
please contact our Treasurer -
Howard Maxwell. 
h.maxwell@ihbc.hu

As  at  January  2021

mailto:h.maxwell@ihbc.hu
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