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IHBC President Address
Dear Friends,

It seems that Spring is here at last and with the easing of restrictions it is 
possible to get out and enjoy Budapest and Hungary in general. I see lots of 
hikes and bike rides are taking place with everyone happy to get out in the 
fresh air.

The vaccination program continues with pace and I hope you have been able 
to avail of the service. The Embassy of Ireland continues to keep us up to date 
with vaccine and travel information so please read on for more information.

May of course brings with it the Annual General meeting for the IHBC. This 
year we will hold a fully online event. Details and invitation can be found in 
the newsletter. The meeting will be on Thursday the 27th of May.

Also in this edition we meet two prospective Olympians - speed skater Sean 
McAnuff and Hubert Kos who is a swimmer. Hopefully we will be able to 
provide support for both of them in the near future.

We are pleased to highlight once again the Irish Embassy Bursary programme. 
The bursary programme provides support for individuals who would like to 
undertake some research or study with an Irish focus. I did apply to be 
included on a research project related to Irish Whiskey but for some reason it 
was deemed not eligible!!

We continue to monitor the progress around the rate of infection in Hungary 
and as the cases continue to drop we hope to be able to organise some 
physical events in the near future.

I hope to see many of you on line for our AGM on the 27th. In the meantime 
take care of yourselves and each other.

Damien O'Kane

IHBC President



The IHBC Board
AGM – 27th May 2021 

A közgyűlés időpontja: 2021. 05.27. 18:30 óra

• The date and the time of the Meeting is: 27/05/2021 6:30 pm.

• The IHBC will hold the general meeting by electronic means. Device to be used: ZOOM. 

• The joint call is initiated by Damien Patrick O’Kane at the start time.

If you wish to contact any member of the IHBC Board; contacts details are on the IHBC Website.

Details of the Board – Please see: https://ihbc.hu/about/

Damien O'Kane
President

Irish Hungarian Business Circle

https://ihbc.hu/about/


Hubi Kós 
An Irish-Hungarian

& Soon To Be an Olympian

At the end of March Hubi Kós celebrated his 18th birthday having confirmed his place on the Hungarian team for the Tokyo
Olympics when swimming the worlds 2nd best time of the year and breaking the European Junior Record for the 200 IM at the
Hungarian National Championships. He also swam a world top 5 time in the 100 Butterfly and while those events clash in the
Olympics has swum both in the European Championships in Budapest in May.

Hubi is an Irish-Hungarian born in Budapest but with a strong Irish sporting connection. While rugby was the game of choice his
grandfather Béla, in addition to representing Leinster, Munster and missing out on an Irish cap through injury, was a champion
swimmer while at Clongowes Wood College.

There’s no doubt that the postponement of the Olympics due to Covid has allowed Hubi to be more competitive in July. Great
credit is due to the Hungarian Swimming Federation in making Herculean efforts to keep their athletes in the pool. However
sadly he has been unable to visit his grandmother in Cork for almost 18 months and neither she nor any members of the family
will be able to cheer him on in person in Budapest or Tokyo. While family and friends will be sorely missed the opportunity to
compete at the Olympics, the holding of which will bring some joy to sports fans around the world, is a great honor.



Sean McAnuff
An Irish Speed Skater in Budapest
Hello, my name is Sean McAnuff. I am one of three male short track speed skaters for Team Ireland competing on the 
International Stage. 

In  2014, my family and I began the pursuit of building this new sport in Ireland, in coordination with the Ice Skating 
Association of Ireland (ISAI). Since 2016, I have raced in one World Junior Championships, 11 World Cups, three European 
Championships, and one World Championship event representing Ireland as a new participant in the sport. 

This is all with the goal to gain enough experience to qualify Ireland a spot at the upcoming 2022 Beijing Olympic Games in 
short track speed skating. In December 2020, my wife and I moved to Budapest, Hungary as I was invited to train with their 
Olympic National Team. This move was crucial to my career as unfortunately, the reality is, I am unable to train in Ireland 
due to lack of facilities and coaching. 

My hope is that by working with the Hungarian coaches I will be able to greatly improve my skating abilities, as this Team 
has proved to be one of the strongest short track speed skating teams in the world. This past World Championships, 
Hungary placed 1st and 2nd in the men's overall ranking. Due to the sport being recently established in Ireland, funding is 
very limited in its capacity. 

My goal is to secure personal sponsorships to allow me to continue to compete on behalf of Ireland and ease the financial 
strain I have undergone over the last 5 years of training and racing. I am in search of companies that are affiliated with 
Ireland to be part of this endeavour. I truly believe the longevity of this sport is not just dependent on my own abilities, 
but the enthusiasm of others who come alongside to play a role in Ireland's success. 

As someone who is recognized as a representative of a smaller country, I have been able to build a large following on 
social media platforms as well as acquire media attention from around the world. I have found through affiliations with 
smaller businesses that this attention and use of platforms is a great outlet for companies who have some focus on 
community-building efforts and social networking. 

I am also open to any propositions with regards to advertising and marketing that may be of more interest to any 
company who would consider partnering with me through financial sponsorship. 

Not sure what short track speed skating is? Follow this link to see Team Ireland competing at the 2020 European 
Championships; https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HTaETzkrwis

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HTaETzkrwis


If travelling to Ireland, please visit the
website of the Irish Government
(www.gov.ie) or the Health Service
Executive (HSE) www.hse.ie for advice
and guidance.

The Embassy will continue to provide up
to date information and guidance to the
Irish community here in Hungary. For
updates please follow us on Facebook
(@irlembbudapest).

We would also ask Irish citizens in
Hungary to register with the Embassy via
the Department’s citizen registration
form.

This will help the Embassy to provide a
better service for Irish citizens living in
Hungary and to contact you in case of
emergencies.

Vaccines and Travel

The month of May started positively with the number of new Covid-19 cases and deaths in a steady
decline while the number of vaccine doses administrated in Hungary has reached 6.8 million. The
Hungarian Government would like to vaccinate every resident over the age of 16.

From May 5th, the Hungarian Government has opened vaccinated to those living in Hungary without a
public health number, i.e. TAJ number. Those living in Hungary without a TAJ number can register to
receive a vaccination on https://vakcinainfo.gov.hu/. The registration process is available in English.
Once registered, you will receive a notification from the authorities in due course regarding the details
for receiving the vaccine.

Moderna, AstraZeneca and BioNTech-Pfizer, which are EMA approved, are currently available in
Hungary and Janssen is expected to come on line soon. Hungary has also concluded purchase
agreements for Russia's Sputnik V vaccine and China's Sinopharm vaccine and have approved them for
use in Hungary. The Embassy cannot provide advice on which type of vaccine to receive and it is a
personal decision on which vaccine, if any, you may wish to receive.

The Hungarian Government has committed to issuing the Protection and Vaccination Certificates or
Immunity Cards to foreign nationals and those without a TAJ number, however, it is still not clear what
the process will be for registering for the card.

The Embassy will continue to engage with the Hungarian authorities to get clarity on this issue. On
receiving your vaccination, you should receive a piece of paper from the administrator of the vaccine
confirming that you have received a vaccine and possibly indicating which vaccine you received. It is
important that you retain this paper and keep it safe.

Both the Irish and Hungarian Governments continue to advise against all non-essential travel. It is
currently against the law for any person (regardless of nationality or passport) to travel within Ireland
for non-essential purposes and people can be fined for doing so. Enforcement of this has been strongly
increased over the last few days.

EMBASSY of IRELAND NEWS Embassy 
News
Embassy Website

Embassy 
Facebook Page

http://www.gov.ie/
http://www.hse.ie/
https://www.dfa.ie/travel/citizens-registration/
https://vakcinainfo.gov.hu/
https://www.dfa.ie/irish-embassy/hungary/
https://m.facebook.com/irlembbudapest/?ref=bookmarks
https://m.facebook.com/irlembbudapest/?ref=bookmarks


Embassy Bursary Programme Embassy 
News
Embassy Website

Embassy 
Facebook Page

Are you interested in doing research in Ireland? Does your research have an Irish focus?

The Embassy of Ireland in Budapest is pleased to invite applications for our annual Embassy Bursary Programme, to study 
or undertake research in Ireland in 2021*

The call for applications, which includes full details of eligibility, can be found below.
Irish Embassy Bursary Programme 2021
Irish Embassy Bursary Programme Application Form 2021

The deadline for completed applications is 03 June 2021.
*Travel to Ireland is dependent on the Covid-19 restrictions. Travel to Ireland may take place in 2021 or 2022.

Bloomsday 2021

There will be a number of online events to mark Bloomsday in 2021.
Keep an eye on the Embassy Facebook page on the week of June
16th for a celebration of Irish literature and culture. Among the events
this year will be a music concert broadcast from Dublin and a short film
produced in partnership with Museum of Literature Ireland (MoLI).

The annual festival in Szombathely will have special event this year as
leading Hungarian contemporary artists will paint murals around the
city depicting chapters of Ulysses.

The Embassy will post a full schedule of Bloomsday events to our
Facebook in June.

Art is Business

The April issue of Art is Business focused on supports offered to the art
industry in Ireland by Irish companies. The various articles focused on
the work of the Embassy and our Irish cultural programmes here in
Hungary.

There was also an article which highlighted the work of the IHBC. The
full issue is available in Hungarian here: Art Is Business | 14. SZÁM by
artisbusiness - issuu.

An English language version of this issue will be available online soon.

https://www.dfa.ie/irish-embassy/hungary/
https://m.facebook.com/irlembbudapest/?ref=bookmarks
https://m.facebook.com/irlembbudapest/?ref=bookmarks
https://www.dfa.ie/media/missions/hungary/newsandevents/Irish-Embassy-Bursary-Programme-2021.pdf
https://www.dfa.ie/media/missions/hungary/newsandevents/Irish-Embassy-Bursary-Programme-Application-Form-2021.pdf
https://issuu.com/artisbusiness/docs/art_is_business_14szam_issuu


The IHBC Board
Contact Details

If you wish to contact any member of the IHBC Board; 
contacts details are on the IHBC Website.

Details of the Board – Please se: 
https://ihbc.hu/about/

Damien O'Kane
President

Irish Hungarian Business Circle

https://ihbc.hu/about/


Dear Members

As you will know, last year the 
IHBC change the timing of 
when membership fees are 
collected. 

As of Jan 2020; all membership 
is run for a calendar year with 
fees due at the start of every 
year. 

During 2020 we have 
readjusted our membership to 
reflect the new protocol. For 
example – in the past if you 
paid your fees: April to April –
you will now pay January to 
January. Our Treasurer has 
adjusted the amount you owe 
accordingly.

For any queries or questions: 
please contact our Treasurer -
Howard Maxwell. 
h.maxwell@ihbc.hu

As  at  January  2021

mailto:h.maxwell@ihbc.hu


IHBC - Four Pillars

Our four pillars structure should underpin all we do. The IHBC recognises the importance of different aspects to different members of our organisation.
We hope that somewhere within the four pillars each member will find something that enhances their membership.

Business

Engaging with all our members is a key aspect of promoting our organisation. We

need to continuously find ways to help our business members promote their

businesses. This could be promotion among our membership, within the

community, or through our international links.

We want to encourage participation through webinars, roundtable discussions,

and promotion through our social media and website platforms. A strong business

pillar supports us in our other endeavors, too.

Social

Albeit a sort of national stereotype, we Irish are well known for our great

social occasions.

At the IHBC, this should be no different. With events such as our first Fridays,

sports events gatherings, whiskey and wine tastings, and of course the St

Patrick’s Day celebrations, we have built a solid base for celebration. We will

continue to expand these activities, COVID-restrictions permitting.

Culture

It is important as a group to maintain our cultural heritage. Be it language, song,

dance, or literature, our small Island has a proud heritage, and we will help to

celebrate this.

Working with the Embassy and other parties we want to grow the exposure of the

Irish community in Hungary.

It is also important for us to share in the culture of our host country. With museum

tours and guided city walks, there is a great opportunity to absorb the history and

culture of Budapest and the surrounding countryside.

Charity

Helping others is a key aspect to all public service. This year will see the

introduction of the IHBC Charitable Foundation.

The Foundation will help us to identify and more effectively support local

charities and good causes.

Supervisory and advisory boards will work with the community to help

deserving causes.
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